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  Message from the Lay Director

             Jerry McDaniel
   CAPTAINS LOG…JULY 17
        It’s late Thursday night on July 17 and I’m sitting here having just read the newsletter from April 2004 in which Ed Soistman, then Lay Director, lamented the fact that the secretariat had made the decision to schedule two week-ends for the upcoming year, but with a certain amount of reservation due to the fact that the numbers were low.
The decision was also being considered to not start team formation for the following week-ends; again because of the numbers and again, another well thought out decision.

The concern that Ed and the secretariat had back then was well-founded…the numbers had been in a downward trend since the late 90’s and now they were low enough to put future week-ends in jeopardy.

     The number 13 is considered to be unlucky and in the case of the upcoming fall week-ends, this could prove to be true. It’s exactly 13 weeks until the men’s week-end in the fall and we have …drum roll please; one application in for men and four applications in for women. With summer vacations upon us, some ultreyas taking July-August off and back-to-school coming up; the prospects for respectable numbers for the men’s and women’s teams at this point are potentially looking somewhat dim. While it is not merely a numbers game in order to put warm bodies on a week-end, in order for us to continue to evangelize environments, we have to have to a certain degree, candidates…not 40 per week-end which was the case when I made my week-end back in 1987, but at least in the teens so that the low national percentage of cursillistas who live the movement after their week-ends, do not work against us. Keep in mind, however, that just because two week-ends aren’t held every year; doesn’t mean the movement is stagnant or dead…on the contrary, the movement lives on through our efforts in evangelizing environments!  
      We are, however, currently at a crossroad in our movement’s history as we go about implementing our plans and strategies to see if our selection of candidates in the various environments can reach numbers that are good enough to sustain scheduling two week-ends a year. The numbers that still jump out at me are from this year’s spring week-ends in which it took us one year to reach the level of 19 men and 33 women. These are good numbers, just not the numbers we have been use to in the past.
     We need to be actively and passionately praying about the candidates that will be coming to the fall week-ends and also praying for potential candidates that we have been considering sponsoring.

Hopefully by the time this newsletter reaches you, the numbers are somewhat better.  

Let’s keep praying for the success of the movement not only in numbers for the week-end, but also, for the success of evangelizing environments and identifying leaders within those environments. 
 CAPTAINS LOG…AUG 17
     It’s mid-morning on August 17 and I’m just now putting the finishing touches on the newsletter and…yes we have more applications for the men’s and women’s weekends in the fall.

We’re now up to 5 men and 11 women…and we’re 8 weeks from the men’s week-end…time is of the essence; not only for the fall week-ends, which we fully intend on having, but also for the upcoming spring week-ends. While we all realize that the week-end is but one part of the Cursillo movement and method; there is still much work to do in other areas…what have we done to persevere in our 4th day?

Are we faithfully grouping? Are we attending Ultreya? Are we looking at different environments and identifying key people within those environments to potentially sponsor?
Are we planning on attending upcoming closings and 4th day events? Are we planning on attending Holy Hours, either in local parishes or at San Pedro on Thursday evening of the week-ends? 
     This movement is a tremendous gift to all of us; let’s not keep this gift to ourselves…let’s share it with those around us. Let’s start the process of sponsoring candidates for the fall week-ends and also start to plan on identifying potential candidates for the spring week-ends. Let’s get involved with local parishes by speaking to those priests, deacons and sisters who have not yet made a cursillo week-end.

     I used the above Captains Log from the Star Trek TV series, which I’m sure many of you are familiar with. In the TV series, the voice over states that the starship Enterprise is “on a 5 year mission to boldly go where no man (sorry…it was the 70’s) has gone before.”  We need to take this message of the starship Enterprise and boldly go where no man OR WOMAN has gone before…well; ok, we’re actually going where 5,000 people (English-speaking) in the Orlando diocese have gone before…a Cursillo week-end.
We need to get energized and enthused about this movement again…we need to see all Cursillistas at closings, 4th days, Ultreyas…and coming in 2009; Leaders School!

    My final thoughts are this…before we can sponsor, we need to pray, pray and then pray some more. We need to ‘make a friend, be a friend, and bring that friend to Christ” and finally; we have to live the movement, not the week-end. Simply put…it’s all about the movement!
God Bless this gift of Cursillo…may it last forever.
From Father David

I am writing this little article on July 22, 2008, the Memorial of Saint Mary Magdalene. Even though this feast will have passed by the time you read this, I think it is rather important to keep the lesson of Mary of Magdala in mind as we move into the second half of this year. There are five different Mary’s mentioned in the New Testament. One of them, of course, is the Mother of God and our blessed mother, whom we know well. Mary of Magdala is probably the second best known of these Mary’s and that is because of her discipleship, her witness to the Crucifixion and the empty tomb and her proclamation of the Resurrection are recorded in all four of our gospels.
           But just as our mother Mary is totally unique in human history, so too is this Mary of Magdala. In the gospel for this feast day taken from John, Mary is in the garden and seeing the empty tomb she wonders where Jesus is. Eventually, the resurrected Jesus comes to her to console her and although she mistakes him for the gardener at first, when she realizes that Jesus has risen from the dead, she is overjoyed. It is then that Jesus says these words to her “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”
          And at that moment Mary of Magdala has to make a heart-wrenching decision and that moment is her moment of discipleship: If she lets go, she will be a disciple; but her relationship with Jesus will be forever changed because she will now walk by faith and not by sight. If she lets go and witnesses to the apostles about the risen Jesus, every nation on earth will have access to the good news of salvation through the apostle’s preaching. If she lets go, then every believer will know new life in Christ, the new life that Paul experienced so deeply. It’s all up to Mary, at that moment. Mary of Magdala’s decision was the decision of a disciple of Jesus, for to be a disciple means to let go: To let go of the fear, to let go of all the worldly things that deter our relationship with God; to let go of the pride, to let go of the possessiveness about the good news of Jesus, and most of all, to let go of ourselves. As Mary and Paul and every believer since has learned, in letting go we lose nothing and gain everything through new life in Christ.
                  MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MENS AND WOMENS W. VIRGINIA WEEK-ENDS- Continue to pray for the babe chicks and the movement in W. Virginia. Our work is not yet done…
SEPT 1ST- Pray for Cursillo Movement! 
DEDICATION OF SAN PEDRO CAMPSITE- September 14th; 3:30 pm. Join Bishop Wenski and friends of San Pedro as we dedicate the new campsite buildings.
REGIONAL FALL ENCOUNTER- Charlotte; NC- Oct 17th – 18th 
HOLY HOURS- Oct 9th, Oct 23rd – 7-8 pm Mary Mother of God Chapel

MENS CURSILLO #82- Oct 9th -12th – San Pedro Center

Paul Stewart- Rector

WOMENS CURSILLO # 90- Oct 23rd- 26th – San Pedro Center

Marilyn O Shea- Rectora
WEBSITE INFORMATION- www.orlandocursillo.org 
Visit our website for more information, newsletters, etc.
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.
Our website is the best source for information about our local activities and provides links to other important sites including the National and Regional websites.  Please make it a habit to periodically check it out.

Trying to explain to potential candidates what Cursillo is? We will be glad to send a brochure to those who need them, including ULTREYA Coordinators for use in the parishes.
Also, Rich Maffei has put a link on our website that explains what Cursillo is…be sure and point potential candidates to that link for more information.
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