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Dear Friends, 






                         01feb09eng

May the peace and love of Our Lord always be with you!

I.  Current Events

In our current events section, we like to notify all the Cursillistas of the world that we continue to work  very diligently on the organization of the IV World Ultreya and we urgently encourage everyone to buy your tickets as soon as possible because we have a very limited amount of tickets left and we cannot go over the Arena's capacity of close to 8000 people.  Again, we feel that the best way to purchase the tickets for your groups is by the USA National Web Page ( www.natl-cursillo.org). To prevent any lost tickets, because they cannot be replaced, the  receipts of all  the purchases of International tickets are being sent to Juan Ruiz, who will then distribute the tickets on the morning of the event,  to the person that made the purchase.

 Another activity that we would like to share with all of you is an activity that had an "Apostolic Failure", an "Apostolic Success" and a "Close Moment with Christ" all in the same activity.  A Cursillo de Cursillo was planned by the National Secretariat of Honduras to be held from the 22 - 25 of January, in Tegucigalpa Honduras and in which Juan Ruiz was to be part of the team.  When Juan Ruiz was getting ready to go to the airport on the 21st to fly to Honduras, his wife's face started to swell up because of a bad allergic reaction and he had to take her to the hospital and missed his flight to Honduras.  This was an "Apostolic Failure" for Juan Ruiz because he felt that he let all his friends down that were waiting for him in Honduras.  It was also an "Apostolic Success" because he didn't have the heart lo leave his wife in that condition and this was greatly appreciated by his wife and family.  And it was also a very "Close moment with Christ", because when, broken hearted,  he had to call Antonio Punyed, also a member and rector of the Cursillo de Cursillos, in the middle of the night  to tell him that he couldn't go and leave his wife in that condition  and Antonio Punyed's  answer was, "do not worry we understand that you need to be with your wife, I will cover your rollos".  Seeing the success of that  Cursillo de Cursillo, with more than 100 people from 23 different cities in Honduras and that we have people so understanding, dedicated and committed to live and 

promote the Foundational Charism of the Cursillo Movement, was  truly a very "Close moment with Christ" for all of us.

II.  Study of the Charism:  Part V
THE PERSON WHO RECEIVES IT
“Lord, you know everything”(Jn 21:17)
A year ago today, in the February 2008 Bulletin, we began a simple and schematic presentation of the elements that characterize a Charism and how these are reflected in the Charism of our Cursillo in Christianity Movement. 

"We intend to simply open the door  to the hunger for further consideration ...", as stated in the Bulletin. Today opens the door to the fourth element that provides the definition of the Charism: 

During the 1940’s in Mallorca, as in the rest of Spain, the Church remained the most important legitimizing force of Spanish society. The activity that developed during that decade focused on a pastoral parish, consisting of the administration of the sacraments, catechesis and preaching. You could say that it was the  preaching of formidable speeches by eloquent speakers. 

Since the end of the war, from 1939, attempts were made within the Church to restore the faith.  Among the various ways this restoration was attempted in Spanish religious life was the Catholic Action, (led by Manuel Aparici) and the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

Pius XI gave official status to the organization of lay Catholics, Catholic Action, by means of the encyclical "On the Peace of Christ in the Kingdom of Christ" (Ubi Arcano Dei Consilio) (Dec 23, 1922). The Spanish Catholic Action directed its ministry to assist the church hierarchy in the exercise of the diocesan and parish ministry. 

Alongside this, under the leadership of its President, Manuel Aparici, a very attractive external activity was developed. This activity was the result of triumphant fervor of the time, which was igniting the hearts of young people with the spirit of "being a gentleman, Spanish and Christian" and was made visible in massive gatherings with overwhelming success: One thousand young people in Rome 1934; Zaragoza is full of young people in 1940; 2000 pilgrims in Lluc-Mallorca in 1941, with Manuel Aparici leading , and raising the bar, with the great pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in August 1948, under the slogan of "one hundred thousand young people to Santiago in grace." 

The Catholic Action Assembly agreed to a proposal made by Manuel Aparici to give a course of seven days in the Spanish provinces, with the primary aim of developing leaders that could encourage all young Spaniards to make a pilgrimage to Santiago in August 1948. It was given the name "Course for forward Pilgrim Leaders".  At the same time in Mallorca, a course was offered which is distinguished as the "Course for Leaders of Pilgrims" directed toward the youth of Catholic Action  in regional or parochial centers of the diocese. 

Msgr. Juan Hervás, from the inception of his pastoral work was bound and very committed to Catholic Action, "with a reputation for focusing on more traditional theological plans, with a great sense of authority and hierarchy." He arrived in Mallorca on March 1, 1947, as Bishop Coadjutor with right of succession to the Archbishop of Mallorca, Monsignor Miralles. 

He was hailed upon his arrival in Mallorca, in a very special way by the youth of Catholic Action. These young people, led by Eduardo Bonnin in front, as President of the Council, immediately shared with him "what" they were doing over the past few years. The excitement this caused made the bishop offer these “bold” young people, a weekly Mass, with a small gathering after the Eucharist. 

Bishop Hervás loved Cursillos: 
He gave great support and encouragement to Cursillos. 
He exalted them so much as to proclaim "I bless them not with one hand but with both." He gave them the name "Cursillos in Christianity." 

On January 7, 1949, for the Cursillo held in San Honorato, with which the numbering of the Cursillos started, Bishop Hervás wrote a letter to Eduardo, the Rector of the Cursillo, in which he notes “I learned about this Cursillo by means of the Spiritual Advisor,” and then  mentions he has offered his prayers for its success.
 
While in the Diocese of Ciudad Real, after leaving Mallorca, Bishop Hervás wrote a vast bibliography. Most noteworthy of which is his Pastoral letter on "The Cursillos in Christianity, tool of Christian renewal tool.” This Pastoral letter was a necessary timely response, in light of the restrictions placed on Cursillos in Christianity by Msgr Enciso, Bishop of Mallorca. 
Bishop Hervás made it possible for "Cursillos in Christianity to enter through the front door of the Church." (Eduardo Bonnin). Without Bishop Hervás, the Bishop of the youth, the Bishop of Catholic Action  and the Bishop of Cursillos, the Cursillo in Christianity Movement could have been left on the "wayside" as an attempt of "Christian renewal". 

Fr. Sebastian Gayá was an extraordinary priest, a tireless worker and a very well-educated  Professor at the Seminary. He was a great and lucid preacher, a lover of youth, and the driving force of  military and university pastoral work; He was also a great leader of the pilgrimage to Santiago, for which he wrote the "Stages of a pilgrimage" in the magazine PROA, which he directed from December 1946.  He also wrote the "Pilgrim's Guide." He lived his days doing multiple jobs. He filled his minutes, of almost every hour of almost every day, with  a generous dedication to the youth, seminarians, academics, military, promoters, ... 

Fr. Sebastian Gayá attended the clausura of the Cursillo in San Honorato, on January 9, 1949, representing Bishop Hervás. He ended the clausura with the closing words "very lively," as was usual in his eloquence, then he returned to Palma.  He moved to Madrid in 1956, where he was devoted completely to the Cursillo in Christianity Movement, of which he wrote several books. 

In November 1947 Bishop Miralles appointed Fr. Sebastian Gaya "Spiritual Advisor" of the young Catholic Action, an appointment he held until August 1950 when Fr. Juan Capo succeeded him.

Fr. Juan Capo completed his advanced studies in Rome. Once completed he arrived in  Mallorca in the summer of 1948. He was an extraordinary theologian, an eloquent preacher, a man with character and an overwhelming force comparable to the "Niagara Falls". He was asked to lead the Retreat of the Cursillo at San Honorato, in January 1949. He agreed to give the two meditations of the retreat on the first night, after which he left the retreat and returned to Palma. Later, he contributed greatly to the theological nerve of the spiritual rollos  and meditations.  From Cordoba, his new ministerial residence, he remained in close connection to Cursillos, writing several books about them. 

There were many priests who made their own contribution to Cursillos. They need to be cited because their collaboration and support, since its inception, was very important. 


There were prominent lay leaders of  Catholic Action in the 1940’s, such as: Jose Ferragut, Jaime Riutort, Jose Font, Tano Ruiz, Andres Rullán, Bartolomé Riutort and Juan Mir, who devoted many hours of their young life collaborating on the implementation of Cursillo. The great contribution that each one made should be noted, as they overcame the limitations that left them free from their studies, work or profession. 


Special mention needs to be made of Guillermo Estarellas. His contribution was providential. In addition to the personal collaboration he made to the first Cursillos, he had the inspiration to introduce the song "DE COLORES". The notes of this song resonate throughout the world, as the anthem of all cursillistas. And the echo of the lyrics is like a "holy sign" of internal peace, making the journey in the company of others. 
- "De Colores?", was the question. 
- "De Colores," is the response of a cursillista who lives in grace. 

Eduardo Bonnin Aguilo was born in Palma de Mallorca, on Friday, May 4, 1917. From the time he uttered his first words he was educated in a living Christian faith, saturated by the Love of God. From his childhood and during his youth, he discovered the "hidden" treasure: GOD LOVES US. 
He understood friendship as a way of life. Sharing and living its intricacies in the privacy of a group. 

At the age of 18 years old, he joined the military service as a soldier. His military stay lasted for several years due to the Spanish War and the beginning of World War II. During his time in the military, he shared experiences with the other soldiers. Although many of these young people were hostile to religion, he discovered in them some values very determinant to joy, friendship, kindness and a savage sincerity, of which he states: 
  "... I realized that God loved them. Then I became interested in making this reality known to them. " 
"If we had the honesty to talk about the things of God and Jesus Christ as these people talk about anything, we could fix the world ..." 

Pius XII delivered a speech to the priests and Lenten visitors to  Rome on February 6, 1940, that marked a decisive moment in Eduardo's life. 

The Holy Father directed the priests to the need to "build a detailed picture of the faithful and groups that have fallen away from the practice of Christian life, which are also sheep belonging to the parish" 

The friendships, the soldiers, and this message from the Pope, become three pillars in Eduardo’s life that would ferment his existence. He prayed, worked and studied. His prayer and study lead him to a deep understanding of those topics, to which he has dedicated his life, relating his findings in a study, which he entitled the "Study of the Environment." 

The only concern of Eduardo  henceforth, was to seek other paths. He wanted to find paths that were out of the ordinary apostolic hierarchical structure, to bring the Good News of God's Love to all, especially to those far away, in the real and concrete environments in which ordinary life is lived, by means of the method of friendship. 

For this mission and with these goals, he decided to join Catholic Action.  
At first he had not wanted to be part of Catholic Action  because he felt that there was a lot of structure and little mystique and most of all, because people and friendship did not have priority in the apostolate of the Organization. 

During Easter Week of  1943, he went to the second Cursillo of Advanced Leaders held at the Monastery of Our Lady of Lluc. It is here, after this course, when he considered that it would be very useful for the Lord to use the existing structures of the Catholic Action. 

  "We understood that the attendees not only had to prepare for the pilgrimage, but for life ..." (Eduardo Bonnin) 

Eduardo Bonnin, at this moment of history, revealed among those he shared his everyday life with, that the "oil" of the Love of God is alive and close to the surface, in all. 

Eduardo instilled in those with whom he shares his daily life, the need for a ministry of all and for all, especially for those far away, with only one objective: that they might know that God loves them. 

Eduardo inculcated those who shared his daily life, that the ministry should be done in the concrete "sites" in which men and women live and move, especially those "far away". In their homes, their jobs, their leisure, ... 

Eduardo emphasized, among those he shared with daily,  that the only method by which it will would be possible to cause "hunger for God" in these people, was through friendship and using their own language. 

Eduardo ignites among those he shared his daily life with, a new illumination with candles of old. 

It was with those with whom he shared his daily life, that Eduardo Bonnin revealed, instilled, inculcated, detailed and lit the light of the Charism that has spread throughout the world as the Cursillo in Christianity Movement, because the Holy Spirit so willed it. 


As always, we close begging Our Lord to keep us united in his love and friendship. 

De Colores,
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Juan Ruiz 
President - OMCC 
III.  A note from our Spiritual Advisor 

One of the first things we learn in religious instruction is that we have been created, “to know, love, and serve the Lord”. Unless we know the Lord, we would be unable to love him and serve him. We have an innate hunger for the truth-- first and foremost for the one who is Truth. 

Juan Ruiz, referring to the February, 2008 OMCC Newsletter stated “We intend to simply open the door to the hunger for further consideration…” This “hunger for further consideration” is a hunger for the truth, that is, a hunger for the truth of the Cursillo Movement. We must know our movement if we are to incarnate the Good News that God loves me/us, and out of love for God, to serve God by serving our movement. 

At the time I began my service on the Executive Committee of OMCC, I served as the administrator of the Latin American headquarters of the World’s largest international pro-life organization. Although I have returned to full-time parish ministry, I continue to serve as the spiritual director of the Latin American office. Frequently I am asked to co-host the weekly radio program “Defiende la Vida” on Radio Catolica Mundial (EWTN). Before one of our recent programs, I approached the founder of the Latin American organization (it existed for several years before it was incorporated into the worldwide organization) and asked her to compile a history of this work in the Lord’s vineyard. She (a cursillista) has been struggling for several years with what for many people is a terminal illness. Recalling how many leaders of Cursillos pressed Eduardo Bonnin for years to dictate his recollection so that the authentic history of the movement would not be lost to future generations upon his death, and that it is impossible to understand the charism without a clear understanding of the history of the movement, likewise I implored her to do the same. “If the story is not told, the work will be distorted and eventually die out. I am willing to record your recollections. These moments of history have brought us to where we are today and will continue to guide us in the future in fidelity to the vision the Lord gave you (through Cursillo, I might add!) At the present time she still does not understand why I am insistent of this, she sees it merely as compiling archives which will only gather dust. 

Passover was the annual recalling which was necessary for the Jewish people not to stray from the path that God has chosen for them. Therefore, they had the “tools” which were essential to their fidelity o their identity. Memory was so vital to them that one of the words for “sin” was “to forget” (the marvels God had done for them). Jesus built on this understanding when he instituted the Eucharist, our source of fidelity to the one who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life”. “Do this in memory of me” (I Corinthians 11:24). The word used for “memory”, “anamnesia” means the “un-forgetting” (an-amnesia). 

If we, as communities of faith, and, as individuals do not participate in the celebration of the Eucharist, we are highly vulnerable to idolatries and other deviations. “The truth will set you free” (John 8:32). It does indeed set us free from all error. In the book of Revelation (19:11). Jesus is called “The Faithful and True”. Fidelity and truth always go hand in hand

The philosopher Georges Santayana said, “The person who ignores history is doomed to repeat it”. We need to know the history of our movement in order to avoid the misunderstandings of the charism and the misapplications of the method. 

History is not merely about dates and facts. It is rather, about persons and their interrelationships. Eduardo Bonnin, in his rollo shared with the World Encounter in Korea in 1997, declared that “Cursillo is rooted in the desire to actually transform history, which is the collective consequence of people’s interactions, by leavening the interpersonal relationships within any given circumstance or environment”. In order to understand the truth of the history of the movement, it is necessary to understand the truth regarding the person and persons who lived that history. 

In November 2007, I had the privilege of attempting to translate the last talk that Eduardo would ever give. (I emphasize “attempt” because it was nearly impossible to simultaneously translate for him due to the rapidity of his speech and the fact that he rarely ever paused to take a breath!) A far greater challenge, and far more fruitful, is to translate the Gospel values with which he sought so earnestly to “infect” all people, in our lives so that we can become Good News, incarnating the values that gave rise to the charism of the movement. 

Shall we be truthful? Shall we be faithful? Or, shall we forget?

De Colores, 
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Fr. David Smith

Spiritual Advisor - OMCC

All Souls Church ◊ Attn: OMCC

29 S. Electric Ave ◊ Alhambra, CA 91801 ◊ USA

Tel: (626) 281-0466 ◊ Fax: (562) 943-2254

www.orgmcc.org
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