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May the peace and love of Our Lord be with you always!

I.  Current Events and News

From May 30- June 2, Juan Ruiz had the great honor and pleasure of participating in the XXIX National Ultreya in Comayagua Honduras. And in June, Juan Ruiz and Gail Terrana met with Fr. David Smith and the Miami Diocesan Secretariat (who have generously offered to be our hosts) in order to prepare for the upcoming Second Meeting of the Fundamental Ideas Commission and the Second Ordinary Meeting of the OMCC this coming July 21-27 in the beautiful Cursillo Center of Miami. We ask for your prayers for both of these meetings so that we might discern the will of Our Lord and the courage to promote his truth. During the month of June Juan Ruiz and his wife, Conchita Ruiz, had the opportunity to be confirmed in the great value of the prayers from cursillistas from all the world as they spent some days in the hospital due to a successful operation Conchita underwent. 

“On the eve of the National Ultreya in Comayagua, and as preparation, a Marian act was celebrated with a living rosary of a multitude of people both cursillistas and non-cursillistas from the historic downtown of Comayagua that ended with a beautiful Liturgy in the Cathedral Plaza of said town, celebrated by Bishop Roberto Camilleri. At the conclusion of this beautiful liturgy, the mayor of Comayagua, the Honorable Carlos Miranda handed me the keys to the city, which I accepted in the name of all the cursillistas of the world—a great honor for the Cursillos of Christianity Movement. The XXIX National Ultreya was celebrated the next day. It was truly a tremendous down-pouring of Grace upon Comayagua. After several days of tropical rainstorms that placed the Ultreya in danger because it was to be celebrated in an outdoor venue, we woke up to a warm and sunny day that filled our hearts with goodness. It was incredible how Our Lord responded to the prayers of so many people who prayed that it would not rain on that day. Without a doubt, when we work as a team for the good of others the Lord always gives us the best. O.F.M. Monsignor Roberto Camillery and Monsignor Luis Alfonso Santos, Bishop of the Dioceses of Santa Rosa de Copan, Honduras, celebrated the mass at the end of the Ultreya.

I would like to share with you all the “moments close to Christ” that I had during this visit to Honduras, but I would have to write a book since it would not fit in this bulletin. So, I will only tell you that the joy I shared and lived with all those friends in Honduras 

was incredible and out of this world from the moment I touched ground at the auxiliary airport of San Pedro Sula, because of the airplane accident at Tegucigalpa Airport where I was supposed to have landed, until the moment I finally was able to board the airplane home, again from San Pedro Sula Airport because Tegucigalpa Airport was still closed. But, in the end, the Lord knows what he does and in this way I was able to also share with the Cursillistas of San Pedro Sula who moved me with there human quality and Christianity as pilgrims towards holiness”. 

The meeting we had with the Diocesan Secretariat of Miami of Spanish Speakers was to prepare for the “Second Meeting of the Commission of Fundamental Ideas” and the “Second Ordinary Meeting of the OMCC”. It was another incredible “Moment” because they gave us testimony of a true Christian kindness, generosity and spirit of service. It was hard to tell who was more excited—them or us—about this preparation. What we are certain of is that the hand of Our Lord Jesus Christ was present amongst us every moment during this meeting of preparation. Thank you Miami!

“With regard to what I am experiencing with my wife Conchita, we would like to thank all the cursillistas as well as non-cursillistas of the world who have been praying for the success of Conchita's surgery and peace and strength for us both. I suffer very much when I see my beautiful wife suffer and just to see her more at peace and being able to accept the will of Our Father gives me the strength to support her every moment and now to even become her private nurse. All we can do now is await the results from the laboratory in order to know how much radiation treatment she will need. Until now, everything has been helping her keep healthy. Thank you Lord for hearing our friends!

Finally, in this Bulletin we thought it appropriate to make a brief clarification with regard to an inquiry made by a National Secretariat to their International Group regarding costs incurred by frequent trips made by the OMCC, in particular by Juan Ruiz, who has had the greatest number of trips to different parts of the world. With the exception of Rome, where it is customary that only lodging is provided, and Peru and Honduras, who are struggling greatly economically, all the trips made have been sponsored by the country extending the invitation or by private donations from cursillistas. Therefore, these visits do not affect in any way the $4,000.00 yearly budget we currently have for the administration and the service of the OMCC. At the Second Ordinary Meeting of the OMCC, as is customary, we will give a detailed report of our expenses. We hope this clarifies the concern regarding our trips to promote the Cursillos of Christianity Movement. 

II.  Study of the Charism: Part III

4. Discernment or Hierarchy
“If the Lord gives us new gifts”, Pope Benedict XVI indicates, “we must be grateful, even if at times they may be inconvenient. And it is beautiful that without an initiative of the hierarchy but with an initiative from below, as people say, but which also truly comes from on High, that is, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, new forms of life are being born in the Church just as, moreover, they were born down the ages”. “Although she is a body, the Church is the Body of Christ, hence, she is a spiritual body, as St Paul said. She is a spiritual reality. I think this is very important: that people see that the Church is not a supranational organization nor an administrative body or power, … she is a spiritual body”. (His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI in his Lenten Meeting with the Clergy of Rome, Feb 22, 2007) 

The history of the Church shows it to be a permanent tension between charism and institution. The Spirit has always given rise to new charisms which the Church has institutionalized and thereby either integrated them or annihilated them, or rendered them useless…Fortunately, the Spirit does not allow itself to be controlled, it blows where it wants and revitalizes the Church continually in spite of the fact that there are those who want to cage it within laws and dogmas. 

Without a doubt the very purpose of the charisms makes the existence of control and a certain amount of discipline necessary so that those who are in charge won’t be allowed to be driven by interior motives; it is also good counsel to control them for the common good. 

However, what needs to be taken into account is that discipline is not opposition to the God who “inspires”, but rather an adaptation to the purpose of the inspiration. This takes into account that the purpose of the inspiration is for the common good. 

The layperson is the discoverer of hot topics, the one who raises the attention to the present, the one who reveals the problems that need special study and clarification and attention. The layperson has the first word, which is the word that trembles, discovers and quivers with the surprise of what has recently been found. It is a suggestive word, not mathematical and not irrevocable. 

The layperson can discover and begin a topic. The theologian reflects and gathers facts from the experiences of the baptized and then the magisterium confirms what has been reflected and organized by the theologian. And this is how the church makes progress toward the truth. The church equally needs the laity and the clergy—they share an equal dignity as baptized.
Charism and the Institution are like the two arms of the cross. They are coessential; neither of the two can exist without the other.  The charisms without the institution are headed for chaos; the institution without the charisms are headed for immobility. The institution is that which is established. The charism is that which is unexpected. They are two distinct ecclesiological realities, but they are not in opposition to each other. 

The Hierarchy of the Church does not pretend to have a monopoly of the gifts of the Spirit but rather, recognizes with joy that all the faithful receive gifts of grace, whose diversity is a great good for the Church and all the world. (LG 12). 

Either way, the final word with respect to the possible authenticity of the charisms and their use corresponds to the bishop, that is, the Hierarchy of the Church. Both Paul (Rom 12, 3) as well as Peter (1Pt 4, 10s) give instructions with regard to the charisms. From this, it is evident that individual charisms cannot be reason for excusing the leaders of the Church from being obedient. 

Paul always insists on the necessary insertion of the charisms into the ecclesial body and his authoritative way of speaking to the charismatics clearly shows that he does not consider the charisms to be gifts that give the right to a ministry autonomous of the Church. 

“Those who have charge over the Church should judge the genuineness and proper use of these gifts (charisms), through their office not indeed to extinguish the Spirit, but to test all things and hold fast to what is good”. (1 Ts 5, 12, 19-22), (LG, 12)

5. Problems in the Charisms

The Lord has given us wonders to contemplate and we then transform them into problems to argue about. We make manifestations of the Spirit into problems. Like any life form, charisms have above all a positive aspect but they can also create problems. 

The Corinthians made popular use of the word charism and used it only for referring to the most noticeable gifts, such as Glosolalia (“Gift of Tongues”), to the detriment of the gifts of wisdom, understanding and faith.

Paul, who had coined the phrase, for fear of being misunderstood, sought to slowly eliminate it from his vocabulary in order to avoid false interpretations that could come about. 

It is evident and almost unavoidable that the more attractive charisms easily give rise to a disproportionate enthusiasm that can lead to false illusions. “’Have we not prophesied in your name? Have we not exorcised demons by its power? Did we not do miracles in your nave as well?’ ‘I never knew you.’” (Mt 7, 22-23) is a passage that is most severe that cautions against these illusions. 

6. Use of Charisms

It is necessary to care for the use of charisms for their development as much as to examine this with respect to their corresponding purpose as designated by God. Paul intervenes with authority in order to impose concrete rules upon the use of charisms in the gatherings of the Christian community and he warns the women and men today by means of what he wrote to the Corinthians regarding the danger of misusing the charisms. 

Charisms are misused:

When charisms are intended to replace the effort and responsibility of ordinary life. 

When attention is focused on the charisms, making them a spectacle, creating disorder and a distraction from the disposition to sacrifice. 

When possession of charisms is taken with avid interest in possessing them for selfish motives (pride, competition, fame, etc.)

On the other hand, the exercise or practice of some virtues like obedience, humility and charity, contribute in a direct manner to keeping the charism healthy in order that it may serve the common good. 

7. New Movements
John Paul II, in closely following the guidelines of Christifidelis Laici, as an approximation to a definition of ecclesial movements indicated they are “a concrete ecclesial reality with predominately lay membership, a journey of faith and a Christian witness which bases its own pedagogical method on a precise charism given to the person of the founder in specific circumstances and ways” (John Paul II, World Congress of Ecclesial Movements, May 27, 1998). “The ecclesial movements are a response of the spirit to the challenges of our time, they contribute significantly to the work of making the mystery of Christ present and to bring his work of salvation to the world. They are characterized by an original charism that is the source of the spiritual strength and the newness of every movement” (Rylko May 30, 1998)

The awakening of the charisms is a return to the origin, the continuation of a phenomenon that has never ceased, no matter what the opinion of theologians is on this matter. History is full of charismatic “awakenings”. There are intense manifestations of the gifts of the Spirit whenever it is “his” moment and “his” time: the blood of the martyrs of the early church, the explosion of monasticism, the first evangelization of Europe, the Franciscan movement, Theresa of Jesus, etc. And each one of these “awakenings” is attributed to the “charism” of its founder. In particularly difficult times the Lord has not ceased to give rise in the Church to people gifted with the most diverse charisms in order to help her come out of problematic situations and resume her life in history. 

“The breath of life from the Spirit…capable of giving rise to dormant charisms, of infusing with a sense of vitality and joy that, in every time in history has made the Church ever young and ever current, that it may have the disposition to announce her eternal message joyfully in the new age…” (Paul VI. Insegnamenti - “Teachings”). 

It has been said that new Movements are not sensitive to theology, but they are nonetheless, to those ideological formulas and teachings that assume that which should not be assumed. The movements are much more related to practical theology, which is not incompatible in any way but rather a more wonderful embrace in harmony with the fundamental truths of faith and life. 

How many believers have abandoned the Church or have distanced themselves from her because they understood her to be or were told she was a suppressive corset of cold and abstract ideas that in no way appreciated their existence!

The Church continues to need charismatic people who preach the word of God like Saint Paul did, with the power of the Spirit. But, there is a far greater need for people who incarnate the word of God and become the “Good News” for the good of the community. 

If there is a time in need of charisms, it is our time, it is the 21st century. And…no one, and no thing, has the power to distort a charism. 

Lord, send forth your Spirit and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

As always, we close by begging Our Lord to keep us united in love and friendship and we ask you to pray for the apostolic success of the “Second Fundamental Ideas Commission Meeting” and the “Second Ordinary Meeting of the OMCC”, from 22 to the 27 of July, 2008 in Miami, USA. 

De Colores,
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Juan Ruiz 
President – OMCC
III. A note from our Spiritual Advisor 
With the celebration of the solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul on June 29th, the Church inaugurated the “Pauline Year” commemorating the 2000th anniversary of his birth. This year is of special interest to the Cursillo Movement as we recognize the ministry of St. Paul, the patron of the Movement, as the “Apostle to the Gentiles” (Romans 11:13), the original “outsiders” or “faraways”. The ministries of Peter and Paul complemented each other—Peter, the Vicar of Christ, represents more the institutional aspect of the Church, while Paul is more readily identified with the charismatic. Both were invaluable to the early Church. 

St. Paul recounts three different lists of charisms (Romans 12:6-8, I Corinthians 12:8-10, Ephesians 4:11)—some gifts may have been more necessary for a given local Church, thus, the different listings. What the different gifts had in common was that they were all manifested for service. Generally speaking, they were grouped into gifts for teaching, for mission, and for fraternal love. Charismatic gifts were to always be received in the context of the unity of the body, the Church. The diversity of these gifts was to be exercised for building up the body for the common good. They were to be exercised with humility (Romans 12:3 “I warn each of you not to think more highly of himself then he ought. Let him estimate himself soberly…”) and in an orderly manner (I Corinthians 14:23). 

Paul is well known for his utterance in I Corinthians 9:16, “Woe to me if I do not evangelize”. He was deeply grieved by the disunity among some of the communities to whom he preached. Jesus, too, saw disunity as an obstacle to his ministry—“I pray that all may be one, as you, Father are in me and I in you; I pray that they may be one in us, that the world may believe that you sent me” (John 17:21). Paul lamented this crippling disunity in Romans 16:17 and in I Corinthians 1:10-16, 3:3-4, and 11:17-19. 

One of the major causes of disunity was misuse of the charismatic gifts, as Juan Ruiz said, for selfish reasons. Nearly 25 years ago, I saw this firsthand. A well-known person with the charismatic gift of healing came to a diocese in the southern United States. Before the main service, I witnessed the healing of someone who was crippled, whom I had known for years. The bishop of the diocese was to bring the Blessed Sacrament before which the prayer for the healing would take place. Because of the heavy traffic, the bishop arrived an hour late. The healer, irate at the delay, had already begun the service. When he was advised that the bishop had arrived with the Eucharist, he angrily yelled into the microphone “He can wait! After all, you came to see me.” The bishop humbly prostrated himself before the Blessed Sacrament for 45 minutes until the healer “agreed” to allow him to approach the stage. Not even one more healing took place that day. The healer believed himself to be more important than the Eucharist. The legitimate charism was thwarted because it was not exercised in humility, but rather led to a sacrilege. 

Juan reminded us of the need to be careful in the use of the charism, so that it will develop in line with God’s purposes for it. The development of the charism must be entirely faithful to its origins. The charism, as a gift for the building up of the Church, must be submitted to the judgment of the appropriate ecclesiastical authorities. Here, the bishop exercises his office as “episkopos” (“overseer” in English). 

On several occasions, both Pope John Paul II and then Cardinal Ratzinger, addressing the 1st World Congress of Ecclesial Movements in 1998, insisted that the “institutional” and the “charismatic” dimensions of the Church are co-essential. In effect, they said, “Charisms need the hierarchy if they are not to run wild and the hierarchy needs charisms if it is not to fossilize”. In 1990, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith published the “Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian”. Paragraph 39 of this instruction illustrates this “co-essentiality”. The Church is a mystery of communion. In accordance with the will of the founder, she is organized around a hierarch established for the service of the Gospel and the people of God who live by it. After the pattern of the first community, all the baptized with their own proper charisms are to strive with sincere hearts for a harmonious unity in doctrine, life and charity. 

In the June 2008 newsletter, it was stated the founding charism spreads to and inspires other people and often evolves into a “movement”. These movements are “charismatic awakenings” that renew, rejuvenate, and update the Church. Pope Paul VI said that charisms are received so that the Church may always be “young” and “up-to-date”. 

Pope Benedict XVI, as Cardinal Ratzinger, in “Pilgrim Fellowship of Faith” observed that “the papacy did not create the movements, but it did become their most important backer in the support of the Church, their main source of ecclesiastical support…the Bishop of Rome is not merely the bishop of a local Church—his ministry is always referred to the universal Church”. He acknowledges tensions with the local churches (dioceses). “The local Churches…bishop…should not indulge in any pursuit of uniformity in their pastoral arrangements and planning. They should not set up their own pastoral plans as a yardstick of what the Holy Spirit is allowed to do; the Churches could quite possibly become impermeable to the Spirit of God through sheer planning, impermeable to the power from which they live. It should not be the case that everything has to take place within a single system of organization; far better less organization and more Spirit” In the same work he asserted that “the movements can’t be organizationally introduced according to plan by authorities. The have to be given to us and are given. We simply have to pay attention to them and to learn to overcome what is not useful”. 

In his book-length interview with Antonio Massau, the Ratzinger Report, Ratzinger added “…I find it marvelous that the Spirit is once more stronger than our programs and brings himself in an altogether different way than we had imagined…Our task, the task of the officeholder in the Church and of theologians, is to keep the door open to them, to prepare room for them”. 

Finally, Juan noted that no one is permitted to distort a charism. One can observe that there are charisms that have sprung from the soul of other charisms. Is it possible that certain “deviations” from the original, foundational charism of Cursillo, might highlight the need to recognize and develop other charisms which could give birth to other new movements?

May the Lord continue to raise up new charisms in order to keep the Church perpetually youthful and in order to “renew the face of the earth! May God be glorified in all ways and at all times!

De Colores, 
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Fr. David Smith

Spiritual Advisor - OMCC
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