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May the peace and love of Our Lord always be with you!

I.  Current Events

During the month of February Juan Ruiz and his wife Conchita served on two teams of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The two weekends coincided with their 37th wedding anniversary and St. Valentine’s day. What better way to celebrate these two important days than being at the wellspring of the love and friendship they try to make a reality in the normal and everyday events of their lives!

Why is this so important to both of them?

Both found the true Friendship and Love of Christ in a Cursillo of Christianity within 5 years of their marriage. Since then, Our Lord Jesus Christ, by means of this Movement that is based on the love and friendship of God in Christ Jesus, has been their model and guide during all their life. During this time, they have found the best friends anyone could want, and in spite of having failures and joys, the benefits have been much greater and Christ has always given them his hand to lift them up by means of these numerous friends. 

“To serve our Church by means of this beautiful movement during most of our married life has kept us in this spirit of Friendship and Love and wherever we go, within our movable square meter, we can see the opportunity our Father gives us to keep cultivating this tree of Friendship and Love of Christ so that its branches may reach out to touch the heart of many more people so that they may come to know, as our Great Friend Eduardo Bonnin would say, that ‘people are good, life is beautiful and life is worth it’”. 

“On this Valentine’s day, I gave thanks to God for the opportunity he has granted me to come a little closer to all the friends in the many parts of the world and share what little I have and have lived with all of them”.

IV World Ultreya – “The Beauty of being a Christian and the Joy of communicating it.”

We would like to continue to share our excitement for the upcoming World Ultreya by sharing some thoughts on the theme which is “The Beauty of Being Christian and the Joy of Communicating It”. This theme is taken from the 2nd World Congress of Ecclesial 

Movements, held in Rome at Pentecost in 2006.  This theme was inspired by Pope Benedict XVI on the day he began his Petrine ministry.  At his first homily in St. Peter’s Square the Pope said, “There is nothing more beautiful than to be surprised by the Gospel, by the encounter with Christ.  There is nothing more beautiful than to know Him and to speak to others of our friendship with Him.”

We shared with you at the start of our term in 2006, how fitting and providential it was to have this World Congress of Ecclesial Movements to focus and motivate us during our term as executive committee of the OMCC. Our service to the Cursillo Movement is made complete with our ability to communicate the urgings of the Holy Spirit as he speaks to our Holy Father Pope Benedict of the needs for our time. And we surely saw the need for our movement to consider this Beauty of Being a Christian. The Cursillo movement is said to have given to the Church an optimism not present before and certainly this optimism is best expressed in this way as Beauty. The other undeniable characteristic of any Cursillista is their Joy. When we are able to realize that more than anything else we are loved by God there is no other response that can be more adequate than Joy. We do see that as our movement matures it will thrive only if we can continually and constantly recognize the Beauty of Being Christian and communicate this through Joy. So, for these powerful and overwhelming reasons we have selected the same as the theme for the IV World Ultreya to express the focus of our work as well as the hope we have for the years to come. 

During the month of February, Fr. David Smith made a trip to Rome along with our Episcopal Advisor, Cardinal Juan Sandoval Iñiguez, who made a personal request to Pope Benedict XVI for a message to our upcoming IV World Ultreya.  During this trip to Rome, he also met with the Pontifical Council for the Laity to request the extension for the "Ad Experimentum" status of the Statutes until we have a World Encounter.

Also in February, at the initiative and enthusiasm of  Louis Cenac, a Cursillistas from the USA now living in the American Samoa Island, both Juan Ruiz and Tam Nguyen, APG Coordinator, traveled to American Samoan Islands to meet with Bishop John Quinn Weitzel, Bishop of Samoa Pago Pago,  and make a Study of the environment to start the English Cursillo.

Bishop Quinn was very supportive, welcomed and acknowledged the need of the Cursillo Movement to be introduced into the American Samoan Islands.  He offered the use of the Pastoral Center to conduct the Cursillo Weekends.  In addition, he appointed Fr. Eneliko Auvaia to be the Spiritual Advisor for the Cursillo Movement.  Fr. Eneliko, along with other Priests and potential leaders, will attend a Cursillo Weekend in Australia or the USA.

During their visit, they did a study of the environment, taped a television program with a local channel and met with several Priests, Nuns and many potential leaders with great success.  We are planning to start the first English Cursillo in the American Samoa as early as the beginning of September 2009.  We ask for your prayers so that the Love and Friendship of God can reach all the people living in the American Samoa thru the Cursillo Movement.


II.  Study of the Charism: Part VI
CURSILLOS OF CHRISTIANITY—A LAY MOVEMENT

“But the time came when he who had set me apart before I was born and called me by his favor chose to reveal his Son to me, that I might spread among the Gentiles the good tidings concerning him. Immediately, without seeking human advisers or even going to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me” (Gal 1: 15-17)
When we speak of the laity, we are referring to those of us baptized who have not received the “laying of hands”, an act of “ordination”, or sacrament of Holy Orders.  


Since the beginning of the twentieth century there has been talk of the presence and action of the laity in the public life of the Church and lay apostolate. The first is a hopeful joy. The second, the lay apostolate, is not new, it has always existed. 

In the Gospel we find many "gestures" in which Jesus invites others to the "lay" apostolate. Immediately after, St. Paul reiterates the Gospel invitation, giving voice to it in all the places he traveled. 

In the last century, the laity was called the “sleeping giant”. This "giant" awakened slowly in isolation and in some cases personally. And it was awakened by prominent voices of theologians that gave foundation to the mission, albeit somewhat "forgotten", of the laity in the Church. 

At present, the giant is awake and alive. The "Normality" of the active participation of the laity in the missionary work of the Church's mission, in close communion, which in the spirit of St. Cyprian is the harmony of love, in following Christ, is a joy for the Lord. 

It matters not that the road is still rocky. This intimate communion will eliminate the stones and pave the way. 
No doubt that the Second Vatican Council, as well as "Christifidelis Laici" have been energy, and a driving force for this awakening of the lay faithful of Christ.  

The ministry of the Good News of the Gospel is for everyone. 
It is not the role of the hierarchy. We are all represented by the 72 missionaries, referred to by St. Luke, as the "Go forth!" of the Gospel "is directed and extends to all" (Christifidelis Laici 2.4) 

“But the time came when he who had set me apart before I was born and called me by his favor chose to reveal his Son to me, that I might spread among the Gentiles the good tidings concerning him. Immediately, without seeking human advisers or even going to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me”, (Galatians 1: 15-17)

This is how St. Paul proclaims it, the patron of Cursillo, the first and greatest “Christifidelis Laici”. We are all Paul. 

In this edification of the "Go forth", all those of us who believe in Christ are on the same level, because baptism unites us all as kings, prophets and priests. 

In the Church no one is just a fisherman or a shepherd, and no one is just fish, or lamb. When all the baptized are fish and fishermen at once, then this opens a wide field of action for the laity. 

The Mystical Body, which we all are, is one body (1Cor 10:17), and each is member of the other"(Rom 12:5), growing for God, compact and structured by the ligaments and joints (Col 2:19) Christ is the head of this body and we identify ourselves with Christ through baptism. (1Cor 12:13), (Lumen Gentium 7) Then, what happens when the nets are cast and there is a great catch, those in the boat, who have filled the nets, signal their companions in the other boat to come and help. 

This is the doctrine of Lumen Gentium, when proclaiming the equality and unity of clergy and laity within the People of God, identifying this People by the dignity and freedom of the sons of God, in a common priesthood, by the grace of God, each group sharing their gifts with one another so that the whole and each one of its parts is enriched by sharing mutually and with the quest for fulfillment in unity. So that each one, with the gifts he has received, may place them at the service of others, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God (1Pt 4:10). 

Undoubtedly there are difficulties. There has always been the "illusion" of sitting to the right or left of the "master". The one who has received the grace to be "powerful" often forgets, guided by good faith, without a doubt, that the "greater" should be "server, a servant of all" (Mk 10:41-45). Nothing is new. We follow the same paths of all ways and we come across the same people. 

It is found that "the post Vatican II path of the lay faithful has not been without difficulties and dangers. (Christifidelis Laici 2.12).  It happens sometimes, and we say this with the measure that the demands of love places, that wherever the Church invites us to be Church, there are those who, even acting in a spirit of service and of good faith, claim an ecclesial position that is unreasonable and intolerable. 

Here and now ... this is the hour of the laity. Although, as Cardinal S. Rylko says, “It is not easy being a layperson in the world today" and "to be a layperson in our times requires courage”, it is the hour of the laity, because “the laity are irreplaceable in the task of evangelization." 

The new evangelization will be done primarily by lay people, or it will not be done! 

We need to stop considering “on the one hand” the clergy and then "after" the laity. We must stop giving attention to one or the other. This will begin to undo the "knots" that hinder the life of the Church. 

One of the many ways to achieve this is to allow ourselves to be guided by the great intentions of Vatican II. 

Another way is to not make enthusiastic affirmations whose effectiveness ceases at the very moment they are made. 

Another way is to be consistent with what we announce and what we live. 

Another way is to speak complete truths, because when we have to put together the pieces of partial truths, what you get as a result is half-truths. 

We want to state specifically to avoid doubts and dark intentions, that this is not only not denying the ordained clergy their rightful place in the life of the Church, but that what comes from our hearts is the strongest and clearest statement of love and admiration for the priesthood. 

But, as we have heard from Pope Benedict XVI “It is beautiful that without the initiative of the hierarchy, a grassroots initiative, as they say, but also with the initiative from on high, that is, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, there arise new forms of life in the Church, just as they have been born in every century." 

We are the laity of ecclesial movements, the successors of those 72, in the words of R. Cantalapiedra. 

The title of "laity" (Christifideles Laici) does honor to this truth. 

Cursillos of Christianity is a lay church Movement. 

It was from this lay apostolate, that in the 1940’s, after a thorough study of the environments, the Essence and Purpose of the Cursillos and the basis of its methodology originated. 

The "idea" was made known to the "ordained" and they blessed it with both hands. There was loving harmony, a communion, between clergy and laity. 

Cursillos came from the Lay apostolate of bringing the Good News, specifically to the environments in which everyone lives. 
  
Cursillos was born, not as a response from the church to the world, but as a way to communicate to men that God loves them. They were designed, structured and prayed upon not to evangelize the world, but to evangelize the person. 

The Cursillos came in order to awaken a hunger for God in the world and in the context in which Christianity grows and develops normally. 

The purpose that the "idea" of Cursillos sought was not for doing things, attending events, but to grow and develop where God has planted each person with faith, hope and charity, made life by its connection to Christ, to be an inexhaustible source of meaning, authentic voices and catalysts of energy and evangelical joy in the family, at work and at play. 

"The Cursillo method aims to contribute to change by giving a Christian sense to the environments where people live and act, by means of the insertion of new men who have come to be thanks to their encounter with Christ ..." (Pope John Paul II). While each one remains in the state in which they were called (1Cor 7:24) because no one should be removed from the custom of caring for the family, work, leisure, but rather convert their way of caring for them, by making grace the manner in which to guide themselves. 

The Cursillos, like everything human, are not perfect, but confusion and trouble starts when, without a clear idea of why they were designed, people intend to offer their generosity as the grace of God arises, to do that which seems best to each person.


In Cursillos a lay path is designated because the strategy focuses on the individual and the environments, rather than on structures. 

The apostolate, whose development is geared more specifically to the structures within the parish, existed before and still lives. An apostolate, without doubt, exceptional and extraordinary, which is carried out through its pastoral care. A ministry that is undoubtedly very good and effective for the "workers" who were called to the vineyard from the first hour, but that does not fit into the passionate surrender of a new convert. Because the parish is at once too narrow and too insufficient to meet the needs of pastoral concern and formation of all the faithful. The parish church or other structures do not seem to be the most appropriate platform and even less so the exclusive one for reaching certain sectors, especially the far away, and fermenting them into Christian ones. 

Cursillo addresses the approach, not exclusively but especially to the far away, to those who do not participate in or attend parochial events as a routine, without it causing them any concern not to participate. While it is true that when the parish is able to accomplish a timely collaboration, it will always be provided with simplicity, without encroaching on areas or taking on roles that belong to other sites. 

Eduardo Bonnin always emphasized strongly, clearly and specifically that Cursillo is a movement of lay initiative, in which priests contribute in their primary role. And that Cursillo can only persevere and grow "with a perfect fit between priests and laity." 

The Cursillo, now more than ever, must be anchored in the faith that lives in close union, cordiality and friendship with everyone, lay and clergy, without ... the "bossy" attitude from either one, with real holy fear, and in constant awe and a supernatural normalness, namely not to believe they know, but to know how to believe. Clearly, the Cursillo Movement can bring the Good News to the most distant and far away within the normal operating range of the ordained. 

Cursillo, as a lay ecclesial Movement is realized in the person who lives their Baptism, announcing the Good News of the Gospel, the love of God, through personal testimony in the places they move about in their square meter in which they finds themselves living: home, work, places of entertainment. But always in intimate union with priests. 

Let us pray together, priests and lay people, so that in the square meter in which we find ourselves living at any time, as we come upon any brother, we might be lavish with love (Lk 10: 25-29 and Mk 12:31 ) in a Samaritan spirit (Lk 10:30-37) 

Because we are all Church. We are not church or more of a church, because we occupy a position, a responsibility or a mission of greater or less qualification or importance. 

No. 


We Are Church because we are baptized and confirmed in the Faith in Jesus Christ. 

As always, we close, begging the Lord to keep us united in his love and friendship.
De Colores,
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Juan Ruiz 
President - OMCC 
III.  A note from our Spiritual Advisor 

“Awake, O Sleeper” (Ephesians 5:14)

Who and what needs to be awakened?

1) Juan Ruiz in his reflections, quoting many authors referred to the laity as the “sleeping giant”, which has been “awakening little by little”. 

2) The “Christian powers” (of the laity) “which so often lie hidden and dormant” (Pope Paul VI – “Evangelium Nuntiandi “ #70)

3) The awareness of each person’s hunger for God

This last “awakening” is subtly different then the form of expression which Juan used in his comments. I hold that the hunger for God in itself does not need to be awakened, but rather, the consciousness that every human person is born with a hunger for God. According to Sr. Mary Frances, V.H.M. “At the moment of conception, God instills within his new child an ‘internal homing device’ which is activated by Love, thrives on Love, leads to Love, and is fulfilled by Love. Thus there is in every person this innate longing to be more intimately bonded with the Lord. It is a longing, a thirst, a hunger for Love, a reflection of the longing, thirst, and hunger that God has for us.” She goes on to cite St. Augustine, “You have made us for yourself…our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you”. The French philosopher Blaise Pascal taught that there is a “God-shaped vacuum in our hearts that only God can fill”. 

The late Orthodox theologian Fr. Alexander Schermann maintained that “in the biblical image of creation, man is presented as a hungry being (noting that in the original sin, the man “ate” of what was not permitted)… Humanity was created to have a hunger, above all , for God… One of the images of the Eastern Orthodox understanding of original sin is that Adam ceased to be hungry for God and for God alone”. St. Teresa of Avila concurs, in her favorite prayer, “Solo Dios basta”, that is, “God alone is sufficient.” According to Elaine Schaeffer Duffy, “what distinguishes saints from the rest of us is not their accomplishment but their singular hunger for God”. 

Prayer and fasting have always been integral components of the Christian “arsenal”. Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that “through fasting and prayer, we allow Christ to come and satisfy the deepest hunger that we experience in the depths of our being: the hunger and thirst for God” (2009 Lenten Message). Leonard Ravenhill concurs, “A man may study because his brain is hungry for knowledge, even knowledge of God’s Word. But he prays because he is hungry for God”. Finally the author John Piper observes that “the weakness of our hunger for God is not because God is unsavory, but because we keep ourselves stuffed with ‘other things’”. 

During the Cursillo, the “Ideal” rollo makes us aware of a hunger, an incompleteness, the fulfillment of which is not yet identified or specified. The “Sanctifying Grace”, “Actual Grace”, and “Life in Grace” rollos identify this hunger as a hunger for God and offer us the essential means to address this hunger. “Obstacles to Grace” show us the ways with which, according to Piper, “we keep ourselves stuffed with other things”, a “comfort food” of the spirit which can never really satisfy. The first temptation presented to Jesus in the desert, “turn those stones into bread”, is instructive here. Our sins are the stones that can never feed the human spirit—a stone has no capacity to nourish. 

All Christians, lay and clergy, are called to hunger for God; to abide in, and to live from, love; and to share the fruits of the loving encounter with God for whom we hunger, by evangelizing. The post-synodal document of 1999, “Ecclesia in America” (#68) speaks of an encounter with the Lord which brings about a profound transformation in all who don’t close themselves off from him. The first impulse coming from this transformation is to communicate to others the richness discovered in the experience of this encounter… the burning desire to invite others to encounter the One we have encountered is the start of the evangelizing mission to which the whole Church is called”. Precursillo can be this invitation to “come and meet the One for whom we hunger”. 

“Evangelium Nuntiandi” (Pope Paul VI, 1975) says that “Side by side with the collective proclamation of the Gospel, the other form of handing it on, from person to person, remains valid and important…it must not forget that the pressing need to proclaim the Good News to the multitudes should not cause us to forget this form of proclamation whereby an individual’s personal conscience is reached and touched by an entirely unique word that he receives form someone else”. 

In 2007, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued, “A Doctrinal Note on Some Aspects of Evangelization”. “Evangelization…requires taking into account the hopes, sufferings, and concrete situations of those with whom one is in dialogue. Precisely in this way, people of good will open their hearts more freely and share their spiritual and religious experiences in all sincerity. This experience of sharing a characteristic of true friendship, is a valuable occasion for witnessing and for Christian proclamation”. Cursillo reminds us that friendship is a unique and beautiful vehicle for evangelizing, that is, if the friendship is sincere and not “orchestrated”. In friendship, we are called to infect others in a natural way with the joy we experience in the encounter with the One for whom we hunger. 

Authenticity is key here, as Juan Ruiz wrote on the need “to be consistent with what we believe”. The Gospel of Ash Wednesday (Matthew 6) and the first reading of the Friday following Ash Wednesday (Isiah 58) are useful for our understanding. “When you give alms…when your pray…when you fast, do not behave like the hypocrites” (Matthew 6). “This, rather, is the fasting that I want” (Isiah 58). Lent is structured in order to enable us to rediscover and renew our baptismal commitments at the Easter Vigil, or on Easter Sunday. Are we who we say we are? Are we becoming Good News by renouncing sin and commending ourselves more fully to the Lord, more deeply immersing ourselves in the life of grace which he offers to us?

All of us, clergy and lay alike, are essential components, in this project of bringing the Good News to bear upon “renewing the face of the earth”. According to “The priest, Pastor and Leader of the Parish Community” (Congregation for the Clergy, 2002) “the Church’s mission of evangelization…requires personal sanctity on the part of both her pastors and the faithful’. The clergy and laity are like the 2 wings of the Church. If one wing is missing, or seriously deficient, “flight” is precarious if not impossible. Juan has reminded us to refrain from “bossy attitudes”, that is to avoid “clericalism” (whether fostered by the clergy or the laity), “elitist illuminism”, or impositions from either side. 

“Awake, O sleeper!” Awake from the slumber that proceeds from the consumption of spiritual junk food! Awake from the lethargy of “We’re Catholic—we don’t evangelize!” Awake and flee from being consumed by hypocrisy. Awake to the God who hungers for us!
De Colores, 
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Fr. David Smith

Spiritual Advisor - OMCC

P.S. During the composition of this article I have been deeply moved (and pained) by the deaths of 2 Cursillistas from my parish—Roland Prette and Nanette Carnevale. Roland and Nanette’s husband, Pat, had belonged to my group reunion. I ask for your prayers to accompany them as they begin their “Fifth Day”.  
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