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Dear Friends, 






                         01may08eng

May the peace and love of Our Lord always be with you!

In this month’s newsletter, we want to introduce a new three-part format. The first part of the bulletin will be regarding the Cursillo in Christianity Movement (CCM) current events or news. The second part of the bulletin will be on the topic (continued but not in its entirety) of the Charism of the CCM, with one study section in each monthly bulletin in order to invite everyone to a constant reflection and study. The third part of the bulletin will be the contribution of our Spiritual Advisor. We hope that this format will be beneficial and help motivate you and your School of Leaders to study, think and share your discoveries of the Charism of the Cursillo Movement.  This discussion and discovery will help our study of what is essential, important and incidental in the Cursillo Movement. 

Special Note:  We ask that you distribute this Newsletter to all the operational structure of the OMCC (International, National and Diocesan) because we continue to get petitions from members of the schools of leaders that are still not getting this newsletter.

I. Current events and news

In this May bulletin, the month of Our Mother the Blessed Virgin Mary, we want to begin by sharing what Juan Ruiz experienced and shared during his participation in the European Ultreya celebrated at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima (Portugal) from April 11-13, by invitation of the National Secretariat of Portugal and the European International Group (GET). At this “grand celebration” attended by more than 9,000 cursillistas, a cardinal, five bishops and 85 priests, who were thanked immensely for their support and participation in spite of their many activities.
It was an extraordinary event and even though all is done by God and for God, humanly speaking, we need to thank the European International Group (GET), represented by Francis Napoli and his team and the National Secretariat of Portugal, represented by Jaime Custodio and his team, for the great service they gave to all the European countries in organizing and realizing this huge and successful European Ultreya. The love and friendship of Christ Jesus was evident throughout all of the testimony and fellowship of this great “Celebration of Friendship”. Both teams, working in unity, were able to cultivate this unity within the diversity of mentalities, cultures and languages of all the countries of Europe. 

Being under the illumination of Our Lady of Fatima in this holy sanctuary and being in constant prayer of daily rosaries and extraordinary liturgies and the fellowship with all 

the friends from the many countries of Europe, was a great gift from Our Lord Jesus Christ and a testament, once again, that neither country, culture, language nor custom keeps the methodology of the Cursillos of Christianity Movement from filling the emptiness in each man’s heart with the love and friendship of God in Christ Jesus and is as effective as the first Cursillo of Christianity at Cala Figuera from August 19-23, 1944 (the first Cursillo of Christianity that departed from those that were for the Cursillos of Leaders to the pilgrimage). And to clarify this point at the request of the National Secretariat of Austria at the European Ultreya of Fatima, the Cursillo # 1, from January 7-10, 1949, at San Honorato Monastery, called the first official Cursillo, was simply the first to be numbered, since it was already the sixth of the new Cursillos (“Historia y Memoria de Cursillos”, Francisco Forteza, page 34 and “Historia de los Cursillo de Christiandad”, Guillermo Bibiloni, pages 38-41).
II. Study of the Charism:  Part 1
INTRODUCTION

It is from the source that we must drink.

To return to the source is to drink from the spring from which water flows. 

To drink from the source is to be “reborn” with each sip of the original pure water.

The beginning of things shows us their nature and in order to better understand the nature of any concept there is nothing better than to begin by investigating its origin, the best method of investigation is to study things in the process of their development from the very beginning

What is intended with this work is to attempt to reach every reader who wants to know “the” truth of the Charism of “Cursillos”, as it was inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is a schematic display of the facts and events that occurred, and by being linked and united, composed an “echo” of our Lord Jesus Christ in that time and place, that still lasts as the Cursillo of Christianity Movement on all five continents. 

The intention is to omit eloquent phrases and to delve into the depths of philosophy and theology. The content is made known by means of normal language with simple words so that all men and women of every profession can understand from any situation they might find themselves and assuming they are in good disposition. 

In every moment of the history of the Church it has occurred that providential events with which the Lord counts on to provoke in people this “rebirth” of the spirit, that pained Nicodemus so much to understand. 

Cursillos is one of these events. 

Cursillos was not born to make better Christians, nor to make the best into Christians, but rather so that the Christians would be Christian. 

There will be a lighting of the candles of the beginning, just as the events of the Charism of Cursillos occurred, because a historical phenomenon can only be understood adequately when its beginning is brought to light.
All Movements begin with mysticism. 

After “the” mysticism has been born, it is necessary to apply organization in order to maintain and extend the essence of this Movement. 

However, we must be cautious because at the moment the mysticism comes into conjunction with the organization, it could happen, and it often does, that the organization consumes the mysticism. 

The organization consumes the mysticism when the men and women responsible for the organization and “direct” it, consider it necessary to establish a norm and they place the norm above the criterion. 

The organization also consumes the mysticism when those men and women who are “responsible”, and “direct” the organization, box in “the” mysticism with “another” mysticism. 

In order that the organization not consume the mysticism, it is absolutely necessary that the people who presume the organization have the sufficient criterion regarding “the” truth of what they presume to organize. 

If in these people it is necessary, how much more necessary is it for the organization so that the organization does not devour the mysticism, that the combination and totality of the people that compose the Movement, that is those plain and simple people who live this Movement, know “the” truth of the mysticism and also have the sufficient criterion regarding what needs to be organized, so that each and everyone of these plain and simple people who compose and live the Movement will impose their criterion, in case those who are responsible for the organization distort, manipulate or divert from “the” truth of what is to be organized. 

The truth makes us free within the criterion of “the” truth that is to be protected and in its defense, without submission to anything or anyone. 

When there are people of criterion, the organization never consumes the mystic, but rather the mysticism lives, grows and bears fruit in these people. 

We should remain faithful to “the” truth and we should keep a criterion based on “the” truth, in spite of the existence and the communication of “other” opinions different from “the” truth. Those “other” opinions might be good, but their good is in “another” situation, in “another” truth. Those “other” opinions and criterions, therefore, in spite of being good in their application “elsewhere”, need to be rejected in terms of “the” truth that is intended to be lived. Although it might hurt, 

The truth is more important than the harm it may cause. 

We should attempt, as Christians, as cursillistas, to have holy pride, holy selflessness and holy ambition of “the” truth. 

The ultimate criterion regarding Cursillo is to consider that Cursillo is more important than a code of norms used to carry out the Cursillo Movement. 

In Cursillo to “be” is more important than to “do”. 

In Cursillo the “what” is more important than the “how”. 

Cursillo is a criterion. 

Cursillo is a position taken before the reality of life

Cursillo is to give importance to baptism and friendship

Because it is by our baptism that we are Sons and Daughters of God

Because it is by our baptism that we are Priests, Prophets and Kings. 

Because it is by our baptism that we seek friendship, that which is the breath of life. 

Cursillo was not born so that there could be better Christians, nor so that the best would be Christians, but rather so that Christians would be Christian. 

To be Christian is to know how to be in continuous conversion. 

To be Christian is to “feel the longing” to be Christian. 

To be Christian is, more than anything else, to feel loved by God. 

As always, we end by begging Our Lord Jesus Christ that we remain united in his Love and Friendship.
De Colores,
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Juan Ruiz 
President - OMCC 

III.  A note from our Spiritual Advisor 
“A historical phenomenon can only be understood adequately when its beginning is brought to light.”

The Jewish people find their identity in the “fundamental event”, the Exodus event, from Passover to the entrance into the Promised Land. In the annual celebration of Passover, they proclaim and ritually commemorate God’s saving intervention on their behalf. It is primarily in this recalling that they know themselves as God’s people, in this renewal of the covenant by which God pronounces, “I am your God and you are my people”. 

Pope John Paul II in “Memory and Identity” states that “Christians, as they celebrate the Eucharist in ‘memory” of their Master, continually discover their identity”. We Christians cannot understand our identity and how it is located in the celebration of the Eucharist, unless we understand how the Eucharistic memorial is rooted in the Passover commemoration. It is necessary to understand what “remembering” (“zikkaron”) means in Hebrew. Otherwise, we would be merely thinking about the past, or expressing nostalgia for it, as many non-Catholic Christians believe. 

The history of the people of Israel is a succession of fidelity and infidelity to the God of the covenant. Fr. Raymond Moloney, S.J., observes that their sins (as well as ours!) are the occasions when they fail to remember. “The Israelites again abandoned themselves to the Baals (pagan gods of the Cananites), making Baal of Berith their god, and forgetting the Lord their God who had delivered them from the power of their enemies” (Judges 8:33-34). “You have forgotten me and trusted in lying idols” (Jeremiah 3:25). Forgetting leads to a loss of identity and consequently, causes the people to fall into idolatry. A specific example of this occurs when Moses was delayed 40 days on the mountain, as he received the commandments. The people wanted immediate assurance and gratification of their spiritual experience, asking Aaron to make an idol, the golden calf. “When the people became aware of Moses’ delay in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said to him ‘Come make us a god who will be our leader; as for the man Moses who brought us out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him’” (Exodus 32:1). 

The antidote for this “forgetfulness” which led to idolatry and a betrayal of identity is the “remembrance” of Passover. According to the Jerome Biblical Commentary, this remembrance, according to Jewish thought, “brings about what it recalls”.  Fr. Johannes Emminghaus notes that Passover is the “calling into present reality of God’s ongoing and enduring fidelity to the covenant”. Fr. Raymond Maloney S.J., also observes that it is “not just thinking about the past, but entering into the past event in the present”. 

Once again, the Jerome Biblical Commentary declares that “Since God is ever faithful to his covenant, his past deeds become present and accomplish their effect for all who share in the Passover meal. It is in this context that Christ uttered his command ‘Do this in memory of me’”. The Christian term in the New Testament Greek “anamnesis”, or “remembrance” is used to describe the “memorial” section of the Eucharistic Prayer immediately after the Consecration (e.g. “In memory of his death and resurrection…”). In this “remembering” we continually discover our identity as we turn away from our daily “idolatries” (sins) which are the product of our “spiritual forgetfulness”. It is only if we know the roots of the concepts of “forgetfulness” and “remembering” in Jewish thought, that we can understand the Mass as “sacrifice” (the unique historical sacrifice of Jesus re-presented) and adequately capture the meaning of the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. FUNDAMENTAL to our self-understanding as Christians is that we are “the people who celebrate the Eucharist”. 

Without declaring the equivalence of importance of the Eucharist and the “Foundational Charism” of Cursillo, I have attempted to draw a parallel. As Juan Ruiz so aptly stated, “A historical phenomenon can only be understood adequately when its beginning is brought to light”. Without comprehending the “foundational ‘vision’ and mentality” of the “foundational event”, the first Cursillo, we are impoverished in our understanding and vulnerable to distortions and deviations. Most of us have taken part in an exercise in a group of 10-20 people—a story is told to one who tells it to another (and so on). After so many retellings, the final product hardly resembles the initial one. In I Corinthians 11, St. Paul addresses the “traditio” (the “handing down”) of the Eucharist. “I hand on to you what I myself have received” as he continue to narrate the institution of the Eucharist. Paul sought to be a good steward, without addition or subtraction or deviation or distortion. May we imitate St. Paul as the Patron of our movement!

In closing, I choose to substitute “Foundational Charism” for “freedom” in a quote by Pope John Paul II in “Memory and Identity”. The Foundational Charism cannot be simply possessed. It comes as a gift, but keeping it is a struggle and a challenge”. 

De Colores, 
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Fr. David Smith

Spiritual Advisor - OMCC
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